Workbook:  Chapter 10-7-9
	     


Name:

	0


Total Points:  out of 100
Directions:  To answer, click in the gray areas and type your answers in the appropriate boxes.  The boxes will expand if you add more text beyond the original boundaries, so don’t skimp on your answers!  Remember:  If you are giving an example of a concept, make sure you explain why it is an example of that specific thing.  Be as specific as you can in all your answers.

1. Kendall discusses how gendered institutions are reinforced by a gender belief system.  In class we learned that an important component of this gender belief system is patriarchal ideology.  Letty Cottin Pogrebin has argued that patriarchal ideology can be reduced to two simple messages, which we all learn in this culture as well and as subtly as we learn our own names.  These two messages are:  Boys are Better, and Girls Are Meant to Be Mothers.  Find four illustrations of each of these messages in any aspect of American society and culture (e.g., language, including slang; folkways and mores; values; institutional practices, etc.)

Examples of the message Boys are Better:
	1.      

	2.      

	3.      

	4.      


Examples of the message Girls Are Meant to Be Mothers:
	1.      

	2.      

	3.      

	4.      


	Instructor comments:  (Do not write in this space.)
	Points
	possible

	     
	   
	16


2. Describe the key income, occupation, and educational characteristics of each of the social classes in the Weberian model of the U.S. class structure.  Drawing upon literature or popular culture - movies, television, etc. - give one example of an individual or family in each social class. Be specific about the source of your example.

	Class
	Description
	Example

	Upper class
	     
	     

	Upper-middle class
	     
	     

	Middle class
	     
	     

	Working class
	     
	     

	Working poor
	     
	     

	Underclass
	     
	     


	Instructor comments:  (Do not write in this space.)
	Points
	possible

	     
	   
	20


3. Some sociologists have suggested that each social class possesses taken-for-granted knowledge (or CLASSified information) needed to survive in that social class and that this knowledge is largely hidden from the other social classes.  Below are three questionnaires of 20 questions each.  For each of the three questionnaires, place a check mark in front of each item that you know how to do — right now, today, at this very minute.  Be honest.  If you are the least bit unsure, do not check the item.  If you don't have children, use yourself and your siblings as a reference group.  

Surviving in Poverty
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   1.
I know which churches and sections of town have the best rummage sales.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   2.
I know where the nearest food bank is and when it is open.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   3.
I know which grocery stores’ garbage bins can be accessed for thrown-away food.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   4.
I know how to get someone out of jail.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   5.
I know how to physically fight and can defend myself physically if necessary.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   6.
I know how a person can get a gun even if they have a police record.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   7.
I know how to keep my clothes from being stolen at the laundromat.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   8.
I know what problems to look for in a used car.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   9.
I know how to live without a checking account.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 10.
I know how to get by without electricity and without a phone.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 11.
I know how to use a knife as scissors.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 12.
I can entertain a group of friends with my personality and my stories.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 13.
I know what to do when I don’t have the money to pay my bills.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 14.
I know how to move my residence in less than a day.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 15.
I know how to feed 8 people for 5 days on $25.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 16.
I know how to get and use food stamps.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 17.
I know where the free medical clinics are and when they are open.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 18.
I am very good at trading and bartering.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 19.
I know how to get around without a car.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 20.
I know what day of the month welfare and social security checks arrive.

Functioning in the Middle Class

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   1.
I know how to get my children signed up for Little League, soccer, piano lessons, etc.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   2.
I know how to properly set a table.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   3.
I know which stores are most likely to carry the clothing brands my family wears.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   4.
My children know the best name brands in clothing.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   5.
I know how to order in a nice restaurant.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   6.
I know how to use a credit card, checking account, and savings account.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   7.
I know how to use an ATM card, and I know where the nearest ATM machines are.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   8.
The children in my family expect to go to college.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   9.
I understand term life insurance, disability insurance, house and flood insurance.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 10.
I know how to get the best interest rates on a mortgage or new car loan.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 11.
I understand what a pension annuity is and how it works.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 12.
I understand the difference among the principal, interest, and escrow statements on my 




house payment.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 13.
I know how to help my children with their homework.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 14.
If my children have a problem at school, I do not hesitate to contact the teacher or 




principal.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 15.
I know how to decorate the house for different holidays.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 16.
I know how to get a library card and how to check out books at the public library.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 17.
I know how to use the different tools in the garage or basement workbench.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 18.
I know where to go and register to vote and where my local polling place is.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 19.
I repair items in my house immediately when they break or know a repair service and 
call it.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 20.
I know how to use at least two of the following:  personal computer, telephone 





answering machine, cell phone, vcr/dvd player.

Functioning in the Upper Class

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   1.
I can read a menu in French, English, and another language.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   2.
I have several favorite restaurants in different parts of the country or in different countries.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   3.
I know how and where to hire an interior decorator to identify the appropriate themes 




and items with which to decorate my residence.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   4.
I know how and where to hire domestic help, including maids, caterers, and gardeners.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   5.
I can name my regular financial advisor, lawyer, and barber or hairdresser.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   6.
I have at least two residences which are staffed and maintained.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   7.
I know how to ensure confidentiality and loyalty from my domestic staff.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   8.
I have at least two people who serve as “screens” that keep people from me whom I do 




not wish to see.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   9.
I frequently vacation in foreign countries.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 10.
When I fly, it’s in my own plane, the company plane, or the Concorde.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 11.
I belong to at least two exclusive, members-only private clubs.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 12.
I know how to enroll my children in the preferred private schools.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 13.
I know how to host parties that “key” people attend.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 14.
I am on the boards of at least two charities.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 15.
I know the hidden rules of the Junior League, the country club, and other private 





organizations.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 16.
My personal phone book contains the unlisted numbers of at least a dozen well-known 




people.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 17.
I am familiar with personal security systems and devices.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 18.
I have a favorite artist whom I support by buying his or her original work (not mass market).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 19.
I know how to read a corporate financial statement and the stock reports in the daily 
paper.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 20.
I can easily converse about the “best” wines, art, designers, resorts, etc.  My clothing, 





personal items, and residential furnishings have the labels of the most exclusive 




designers.

[Questionnaire adapted from Ruby K. Payne, Ph.D., Poverty: A Framework for Understanding and Working with Students and Adults from Poverty.  Baytown, Texas: RFT Publishing, 1995.]
How many boxes did you check in each section of the questionnaire?

	Surviving in Poverty
	  

	Functioning in the Middle Class
	  

	Functioning in the Upper Class
	  


Were you surprised by the outcome or by any of the questions?  Why or why not?

	     


Analyze the type of taken-for-granted information found in each questionnaire: What is the knowledge about?  How and where does one learn it?  How do you gain access to the people and places where it can be learned?

	     


What conclusions can you draw about the nature of hidden knowledge necessary to be successful in each social class?
	     


	Instructor comments:  (Do not write in this space.)
	Points
	possible

	     
	   
	24


4. You attend a university whose sports teams are called the “Redskins” and who have a person dressed like a stereotypical American Indian as a mascot.  The campus Alliance of Native Americans holds a protest rally at which they argue that this situation is demeaning to all Native Americans.  No other ethnic group, they say, is singled out for treatment in this fashion – i.e., no other group sees themselves represented as a caricature.  Just as it would be highly unacceptable to name a sports team the “Negroes,” the “Coloreds,” the “Wetbacks,” the “Illegals,” etc., so too it is inappropriate, they say, to name teams the “Braves,” “Warriors,” “Redmen,” or “Indians.”  The Native American Alliance announces that it will picket all sports events at the university, and it encourages all students to boycott these events until the name and mascot are changed.  The Alliance encourages all students to register their opinions with the Athletic Director and the President of the university.  How would an individual with each of the following orientations respond to this situation?

	Prejudiced Discriminator
	     

	Prejudiced Nondiscriminator
	     

	Unprejudiced Discriminator
	     

	Unprejudiced Nondiscriminator
	     


	Instructor comments:  (Do not write in this space.)
	Points
	possible


	     
	   
	20


5. In her article “White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack” (follow the link from the Unit 4 page), Peggy McIntosh describes white privilege as “an invisible package of unearned assets that I can count on cashing in each day, but about which I was ‘meant’ to remain oblivious. White privilege is like an invisible weightless knapsack of special provisions, maps, passports, code books, visas, clothes, tools and blank checks.”  Choose five unearned privileges from her list (or make up your own) and explain the ways that you are able to enjoy this privilege. [Note: if you are a person of color, explain how you are not able to enjoy each privilege.]

	Unearned privilege:
	Ways in which you experience it:

	1.       
	     

	2.       
	     

	3.       
	     

	4.       
	     

	5.       
	     


	Instructor comments:  (Do not write in this space.)
	Points
	possible

	     
	   
	20


